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1st August 2020 

 
Bal Gangadhar Tilak’s 100th Death Anniversary  

 India on 1st August observed 100th death anniversary of Lokmanya Bal Gangadhar 

Tilak, India’s one of the firebrand freedom fighters and the strongest proponent 

of Purna Swaraj. 

 Part of the Lal-Bal-Pal (Lala Lajpat Rai, Bal Gangadhar Tilak and Bipin Chandra 

Pal) troika, he was called ‘Father of the Indian Unrest” by British colonial rulers. 

 His slogan ‘Swaraj is my birth right and I shall have it’ caught the imagination of 

people fighting to free themselves from the British rule. 

 Remarks:  

 On this occasion, two-day international webinar was organized by the Indian 

Council for Cultural Relations. This international webinar based on the theme of 

‘Lokmanya Tilak – Swaraj to Self-reliant India’ was inaugurated by the Union 

Home Minister Amit Shah. 

 During the webinar, discussions revolved mainly around Tilak’s contribution to 

the Indian Freedom Movement, his global vision, his thoughts on Swadeshi and 

also his attempts at India’s cultural revival. 

Gramodyog Vikas Yojana  

 Ministry of Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises (MSME) has approved a 

programme for the benefit of artisans involved in manufacturing 

of Agarbatti under the ‘Gramodyog Vikas Yojana’. 

 The programme aims to enhance the production of ‘Agarbatti’ in the country and 

create sustainable employment for the traditional Artisans, by providing them regular 

employment and increase in their wages.  

 Key Highlights: 

 Initially, four Pilot Projects will be started, including one in North-Eastern part of 

the country. 

 Each targeted cluster of artisans will be supported with about 50 Automatic 

Agarbatti making machines and 10 Mixing machines. 

 Khadi and Village Industries Commission (KVIC) will provide training, and assist 

artisans working in this area. 
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Barakah Nuclear Energy Plant 

 United Arab Emirates’ first nuclear reactor at the Barakah Nuclear Energy 

Plant has achieved first criticality, and successfully started up. It is situated at Abu 

Dhabi on the Gulf coast. 

 Barakah, which means “blessing” in Arabic, was built by a joint venture with the 

Emirates Nuclear Energy Corporation (ENEC) and Korea Electric Power Corporation 

(KEPCO). 

 The energy in the reactor plant will be generated by 1,400-megawatt pressurised 

water reactor, called APR-1400. For now, only one of four reactors is working, 

however, the aim of the country is to have its all four reactors set to the operational 

mode by the year 2023.  

Mandarin 

 Mandarin is the language of Chinese mainland and Taiwan, with the notable 

exceptions of Hong Kong and Macau where a local dialect of Chinese 

called ‘Cantonese’ is more often used. Mandarin is used by the Chinese government, 

and the education system of China is based on it. 

 Context: The National Education Policy (NEP) has dropped Mandarin or Chinese 

from its list of examples of foreign languages that can be taught in schools. 

2nd August 2020 

 
Public Safety Act 

 Also called as the Jammu & Kashmir Public Safety Act (PSA), 1978, it is a 

preventive detention law, under which a person is taken into custody to prevent him 

or her from acting in any manner that is prejudicial to the security of the State or the 

maintenance of the public order. 

 It was introduced as a tough law to prevent the smuggling of timber and keep the 

smugglers out of circulation. 

 The law allows the government to detain any person above the age of 16 without trial 

for a period of two years. The detaining authority need not disclose any facts about 

the detention which it considers to be against the public interest to disclose. 

 It comes into force through administrative order passed by either Divisional 

Commissioner or the District Magistrate. 

 Context: Over two dozen mainstream leaders of the regional parties in Jammu and 

Kashmir remain under house arrest under this Act. The state was stripped of special 

status under Article 370 in 2019 and the Government of India had also 

repealed Article 35A. 
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BeiDou Navigation Satellite System 

 China has recently completed its BeiDou Navigation Satellite System constellation. 

BeiDou aims to integrate different sectors, including fishery, agriculture, special care, 

mass-market applications, forestry and public security. The system uses a network of 

satellites and can provide positional accuracies of approximately ten metres (GPS 

provides positioning accuracies of fewer than 2.2 metres). 

 BeiDou offers services including accurate positioning, navigation and timing as well 

as short message communication. 

 The system consists of 27 satellites in medium Earth orbit, five in geostationary orbit 

and three more in inclined geosynchronous orbits. 

 Note:  

 GPS is owned by the US government (operated by the US Air Force). 

 Russia: GLONASS. 

 The European Union (EU): Galileo. 

 India: Navigation with Indian Constellation (NavIC). 

Smart India Hackathon 2020 

 Smart India Hackathon is a nationwide initiative to provide students with a platform 

to solve some of the pressing problems people face in daily lives, and thus inculcate a 

culture of product innovation and a mind-set of problem-solving. 

 The first edition of Smart India Hackathon was held in 2017.  

 This hackathon is being organised jointly by the Ministry of Education, All India 

Council for Technical Education (AICTE), Persistent Systems and i4c. 

Bharat Air Fibre Services 

 The Bharat Air Fibre Services are introduced by BSNL as part of Digital India 

initiates by the Government of India.  

 It aims to provide Wireless Connectivity in the range of 20 km from the BSNL 

locations and thus customers at remote places also will be benefitted as BSNL comes 

with cheapest services with support of Telecom Infrastructure Partners (TIPs). 

3rd August 2020 

 
Vidyarthi Vigyaan Manthan (VVM) 

 
 The Ministry of Health and Family Welfare has launched an innovative initiative 

Vidyarthi Vigyaan Manthan 2020-21 (VVM). The initiative aims to make science an 

interesting study among students from class 6 to 11. 

 VVM conducts a timely aptitude test to identify a child who has interest for science. 

A highly ambitious student is provided with a mentor to carry forward their education 

in the field of science. 
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SpaceX Crew Dragon  

 The SpaceX Crew Dragon spacecraft with astronauts Bob Behnken and Doug Hurley 

onboard splashed down in the Gulf of Mexico safely on August 2, 2020. 

 Built by SpaceX, Crew Dragon spacecraft was a part of NASA’s plan to hand over 

space station flights to private companies. Elon Musk’s SpaceX was given funding 

through NASA’s Commercial Crew Program, which started in 2010 to foster public-

private partnerships for space exploration. 

 It was the first time that astronauts used a spaceship built and launched by a private 

company, and the event is being widely seen as the beginning of a new era in space 

exploration. 

 The rocket, named Falcon 9, which carried the spaceship into the orbit, was also built 

by SpaceX. 

4th August 2020 

 

H-1B Visa 

 The President of USA Donald Trump has signed an executive order that bans federal 

agencies from hiring foreign workers especially those on H-1B visa on contracting or 

subcontracting. 
 The new order makes it compulsory for all federal agencies to carry out an internal 

audit to assess whether they are in compliance with the requirement of appointing 

only US citizens and nationals to competitive service.  

 Trump administration is also keen on discussing an immigration bill which will be 

merit-based. 

Higher Education Financing Agency (HEFA) 

 Higher Education Financing Agency is a joint venture of MHRD (Now, Ministry of 

Education) and Canara Bank with an agreed equity participation in the ratio of 

90.91% and 09.09% respectively. 

 It aims to enable India’s premier educational institutions to excel and reach the top in 

global rankings, by providing them financial assistance for creation of educational 

infrastructure and R&D. 

 HEFA is registered under the Companies Act 2013 as a Union Govt. company and 

as Non–deposit taking NBFC with RBI. It was incorporated in the year 2017. 

 Context: The Jawaharlal Nehru University (JNU) has received a funding of ₹455.02 

crore for the construction of new academic buildings, hostels, and research centres 

under the HEFA. 
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OXY2 
 A health start-up at IIT Madras in joint collaboration with HELYXON has developed 

a device called OXY2 which can easily take vitals of an individual such as heart rate, 

temperature, Oxygen saturation and respiration rate clinically accurate.  

 The device which can be powered by the coin celled battery is designed in such a way 

that it can be reused and recycled.  

 The device can be clipped on to a patient’s finger and the data is sent to a mobile 

phone through radio waves. The captured data can be seen through a mobile app and 

can be shared with the hospitals and doctors if required. 

Parivar Pehchan Patra 

 Launched by the Haryana government, Parivar Pehchan Patra will provide a unique 

identity to complete family and it would have name of the head of the family on top.  

 The name of family member will be added to the ‘Parivar Pehchan Patra’ right after 

his birth and after marriage of a girl her name will be transferred to the ‘Parivar 

Pehchan Patra’ of her in-laws. 

 It will enable the citizens to get the benefits of various Central and state government 

schemes at their door-step in a fair and transparent manner. 

 

5th August 2020 

Ayodhya Ram Temple 

 PM Narendra Modi laid the foundation stone for a temple of Lord Ram in Ayodhya 

on 5th August, 2020. 

 The grand temple at Rama Janmabhoomi in Ayodhya will follow the Nagara style of 

temple architecture. 

 

 
 

 Nagara Style of temple architecture 

 The Nagara style of temple architecture is found in northern India. It is 

further subdivided into different schools based on region like Odisha, Khajuraho, 

Solanki etc. 
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(Left-side view) 

 

 The basic form of the Nagara style contains the following architectural elements: 

 Garbhagriha: The small room where the principle deity/deities of the temple 

reside. 

 Mandapa: The portico or hall at the entrance of the temple generally designed 

to house a large number of people. 

 Shikhara: The mountain like spire which can have different shapes from 

pyramidal to curvilinear. 

 Amalaka: It is a segmented or notched stone disk, usually with ridges on the 

rim that sits on the top of the shikhara. 

 Ayodhya Verdict:  

 The main issue of contention regarding Ayodhya disputed land was the belief 

among sections of Hindus that the Babri Masjid, named after Mughal 

emperor Babur, was built at the site where Lord Ram was born. 

 A bench led by then then CJI Ranjan Gogoi delivered the Ayodhya 

verdict alongside Justices S.A. Bobde, D.Y. Chandrachud, Ashok Bhushan and 

S.A. Nazeer. The verdict was unanimous. 

 As per the verdict, Hindus would get the entire disputed 2.77 acres in Ayodhya 

where the demolished Babri Masjid once stood. 

 The Muslims will get alternate five acres of land to build a mosque at a prominent 

place in Ayodhya. 

 A trust will be formed in 3 months to build a temple on the disputed land. 

 Note: The Supreme Court had invoked Article 142 of Constitution of India for the 

verdict which states that “The Supreme Court in the exercise of its jurisdiction may 

pass such decree or make such order as is necessary for doing complete justice in any 

cause or matter pending before it, and any decree so passed or order so made shall be 

enforceable throughout the territory of India in such manner as may be prescribed by 

or under any law made by Parliament and, until provision in that behalf is so made, in 

such manner as the President may by order prescribe”. 
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Union Territories of Jammu and Kashmir and Ladakh 

 The Union Territories of Jammu and Kashmir and Ladakh observed their first 

anniversary of formation on August 5, 2020. 

 On August 5, 2019, the Government of India had revoked the special status to Jammu 

and Kashmir by modifying Article 370 of the Constitution.  

 After the abrogation of the Article, two Union Territories namely UT of Jammu and 

Kashmir and UT of Ladakh were carved out under Jammu and Kashmir 

Reorganisation Act, 2019. 

 Article 370: 

 The Article 370 of the Constitution of India meant to give special status to the 

state of Jammu and Kashmir. The Article conferred the State to have a separate 

Constitution and autonomy over internal administration of the State. 

 The Article along with Article 35A of Jammu and Kashmir Constitution defined 

that the residents of the State hall have separate set of laws, fundamental rights, 

citizenship status, and property ownership as compared to the people of other 

Indian states.  

 An Indian citizen from other states could not purchase land in the State. 

 Key Features of Jammu and Kashmir Reorganisation Act, 2019 

 All Parliamentary laws have been extended to both the Union Territories of J&K 

and Ladakh. 

 Right to Information Act, 2005 and Representation of People Act, 1951 are 

extended to these Union Territories. 

 The police and public order are to be with the Union Government. 

 The UT of J&K is to have a state legislature and Ladakh will not have. 

6th August 2020 

RBI: Key Measures 

 The six-member Monetary Policy Committee (MPC) of Reserve Bank of India held 

its meeting in New Delhi to announce the key measures of Indian economy. 

 The Monetary Policy Committee is constituted by the Government of India under 

Section 45ZB of RBI act, 1934. It is tasked with framing policy by fixing key bank 

rates like bank rate, repo rate, reverse repo rate, cash reserve ratio, etc.  

 Key Decisions taken: 

 The repo rate was kept the same at 4%. 

 The reverse repo rate was kept at 3.35%. 

 The members decided to provide Rs 10,000 crore additional liquidity facility to 

National Housing Bank (NHB) and National Bank for Agriculture and Rural 

Development (NABARD). 

 In order to mitigate COVID-19 impact on households, loans against gold have 

been enhanced to 90% of the value as against the current 75%. 
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 The lenders will be allowed to restructure loans of individual borrowers, and 

corporates to ease COVID-19 impact. 

 The stressed MSME borrowers are now eligible to restructure the debt if their 

accounts were classified standard. 

Ammonium Nitrate 

 Ammonium Nitrate is a white, crystalline chemical that is soluble in water. It is the 

main ingredient used to manufacture commercial explosives.  

 It is classified as an oxidiser. However, it can be used as an explosive when mixed 

with other contaminants. 

 In India, the use of Ammonium Nitrate is defined by the Ammonium Nitrate Rules, 

2012 under the Explosives Act, 1884. The rules make the storage of large quantities 

of Ammonium Nitrate illegal. In order to manufacture Ammonium Nitrate in India, 

industrial license is required under Industrial Development and Regulation Act, 1951. 

 Context: A catastrophic blast recently occurred at the Lebanon capital, Beirut. The 

blast was driven by tonnes of Ammonium Nitrate that killed scores of people and 

injured thousands. 

75th Anniversary of Hiroshima Nuclear Bomb Attack 

 On August 6, 2020, Japan marks the 75th anniversary of the world’s first atomic bomb 

attack on the city of Hiroshima. 

 In 1945 during the World War II, the United States warplane Enola Gay dropped an 

atom bomb named ‘Little Boy’ in the city of Hiroshima killing 140,000 people. Three 

days later, on August 9, the United States dropped another atom bomb ‘Fat Man’ in 

Nagasaki that killed more than 40,000 people. 

 The survivors of the nuclear bomb attack are known as ‘Hibakushas’, who 

experienced long-term effects and elevated risks of thyroid cancer and leukaemia. 

 Quebec Agreement: The Agreement was signed in 1943 by the US and UK to pool 

their resources to develop nuclear weapons. The countries under the agreement also 

agreed that neither of the countries would use the nuclear weapons against each other. 

 Manhattan Project: The project was a Research and Development programme 

conducted by USA, UK and Canada. The project aimed to develop first nuclear 

weapons to be used in World War II. 

India-UN Development Partnership Fund 

 India-UN Development Partnership Fund supports developing countries in achieving 

their 2030 Agenda of Sustainable Development. Currently, there are 36 projects being 

implemented in 37 countries with the help of the fund. The fund is managed by 

United Nations Office for South-south Cooperation (UNOSSC). It was established in 

2017. 

 The fund mainly focuses on the development of Least Developed Countries, 

Landlocked Developing Countries and small Island Developing States. 
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 Context: India has recently contributed 15.46 million USD to the India-UN 

Development Partnership Fund. 

 Note: The terms north and south are being used as most of the countries in the 

northern hemisphere are developed and those in the southern hemisphere are 

developing. 

 North-South Cooperation: The North-South Cooperation is the social, economic 

and political cooperation between a developed and a developing country.  

 South-South Cooperation: The South-South Cooperation is the technical 

cooperation among developing countries. 

 Triangular Cooperation: The Triangular cooperation involves three partners 

such as one from the north and two from the south. 

7th August 2020 

Comptroller and Auditor General of India (CAG) 

 The Comptroller and Auditor General of India (CAG) is a constitutional body under 

Article 148 of Constitution of India.  

 CAG is the guardian of the public purse and controls the entire financial system of the 

country at both the levels- the Centre and state. He is also the head of the Indian Audit 

and Accounts Department. 

 Constitutional Provisions 

 The CAG is mentioned in the Constitution of India under Article 148 to 151. 

 The CAG is appointed by the President of India by a warrant under his hand and 

seal.  

 He holds office for a period of six years or up to the age of 65 years, whichever is 

earlier. 

 CAG is provided with the security of tenure. He can be removed on the similar 

manner that of a Judge of the Supreme Court. 

 Duties: 

 CAG audits the accounts related to all expenditure from the Consolidated Fund of 

India, Consolidated Fund of each state and UT having a legislative assembly. 

 CAG audits all expenditure from the Contingency Fund of India and the Public 

Account of India as well as the Contingency Fund and Public Account of each 

state. 

 CAG audits all trading, manufacturing, profit and loss accounts, balance sheets 

and other subsidiary accounts kept by any department of the Central Government 

and the state governments. 

 CAG audits the receipts and expenditure of all bodies and authorities substantially 

financed from the Central or State revenues; government companies; other 

corporations and bodies, when so required by related laws. 

 He ascertains and certifies the net proceeds of any tax or duty and his certificate is 

final on the matter. 
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 He submits his audit reports relating to the accounts of the Centre and State to the 

President and Governor, who shall, in turn, place them before both the houses of 

Parliament and the state legislature respectively. 

 He acts as a guide, friend and philosopher of the Public Accounts Committee of 

the Parliament. 

 Salary and Perks 

 His salary and other service conditions are determined by the Parliament. His 

salary is equal to that of a judge of the Supreme Court. 

 Neither his salary nor his rights in respect of leave of absence, pension or age of 

retirement can be altered to his disadvantage after his appointment. 

 The administrative expenses of the office of the CAG, including all salaries, 

allowances and pensions of persons serving in that office are charged upon the 

Consolidated Fund of India. Thus, they are not subject to the vote of Parliament. 

  He is not eligible for further office, either under the Government of India or of 

any state, after he ceases to hold his office. 

 Context: G.C. Murmu, the former Lieutenant Governor of UT of Jammu and 

Kashmir was recently appointed as the new Comptroller and Auditor General of India 

(CAG). 

New Political Map of Pakistan 

 Prime Minister of Pakistan Imran Khan recently unveiled a new political map of 

Pakistan that includes all of Jammu & Kashmir, Ladakh, Sir Creek and Junagadh.  

 India has termed the map as absurd that made untenable claims to territories of India 

and these ridiculous assertions have neither legal validity nor international credibility. 

 Sir Creek:  

 Sir Creek is a 96-km strip of water between India and Pakistan in the Rann of 

Kutch marshlands. Originally named Ban Ganga, Sir Creek is named after a 

British representative. 

 It opens up in the Arabian Sea and roughly divides the Kutch region of Gujarat 

from the Sindh Province of Pakistan. 

 Pakistan claims the entire width of the estuary, while India says the demarcation 

should be in the middle, as Thalweg Doctrine in International Maritime Law states 

that river boundaries between two countries may be divided by the mid-channel if 

the water-body is navigable. 

 Junagadh: 

 Junagadh is a part of the Kathiawar region of Gujarat, India. It was a princely state 

that was merged into India through a Plebiscite held in 1948. This was, however, 

not accepted by Pakistan as then ruling Nawab of Junagadh wanted to join 

Pakistan against the wishes of its people. 
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Innovation Hub 

 The Reserve Bank of India has launched ‘Innovation Hub’ to promote the start-ups in 

the country. It will help to deepen financial inclusion in the country and promote 

efficient banking services. 

 The RBI has recently taken several similar initiatives to encourage responsible 

innovation, including ‘Regulatory Sandbox’. 

 Regulatory Sandbox:  

 A Regulatory Sandbox refers to live testing of new products and services in a 

controlled regulatory environment where the regulators may permit regulatory 

relaxations to limit purpose of testing.  

 The main aim of the sandbox is to foster responsible innovation in financial 

services, bring benefits to consumer and promote efficiency. 

 RBI will launch Sandbox for the entities that meet the criteria of minimum net 

worth of Rs 25 lakh. The entity should either be a company registered in India or 

banks licensed to operate in India. 

MyGov 

 MyGov (mygov.in) is the Government of India’s citizen engagement and 

crowdsourcing platform. It aims to promote active citizen participation in governance 

and policymaking. 

 Since its launch on 26th July 2014, MyGov has adopted multiple engagement 

methodologies like discussions, tasks, innovation challenges, polls, surveys, blogs etc. 

 Context: Goa joins MyGov Citizen Engagement Platform; 12 states had already 

launched their MyGov Platforms. 
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