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15th OCTOBER 2020

Electronic Vaccine Intelligence Network 
(eVIN)
• The Electronic Vaccine Intelligence Network (eVIN) 

is an innovative technological solution aimed at 

strengthening immunization supply chain systems 

across the country.

• It aims to provide real-time information on vaccine 

stocks and flows, and storage temperatures across 

all cold chain points in the country.

• This is being implemented under the National Health 

Mission (NHM) by the Ministry of Health and Family 

Welfare.

• Context: The eVIN network is being implemented for 

the delivery of the COVID-19 vaccine in future.

MOSAiC Expedition 

Recently, the German Research Vessel Polarstern 

has sailed back into its home port after completing 

a remarkable MOSAiC expedition to the Arctic 

Ocean.

About MOSAiC

• The Multidisciplinary Drifting Observatory for the 

Study of Arctic Climate (MOSAiC) was an international 

research expedition to study the physical, chemical, 

and biological processes that coupled the Arctic 

atmosphere, sea ice, ocean, and ecosystem.

• It was the first year-round expedition into the central 

Arctic exploring the Arctic climate system.

• During the expedition, the distributed regional 

network of observational sites was set up on the sea 

ice surrounding the ship icebreaker RV Polarstern.

• The project has been designed by an international 

consortium of leading polar research institutions, 

under the umbrella of the International Arctic Science 

Committee (IASC).

Iran Nuclear Deal

Context: 

China recently backs Iran nuclear deal, calls for new 

forum which would enhance mutual understanding 

through dialogue and explore political and diplomatic 

solutions to security issues in the West Asia.

About Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action 
(JCPoA)
• In 2015, Iran agreed to rein in its nuclear programme 

in a deal struck with the US, UK, Russia, China, 

France, Germany and the European Union.

• Under the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action 

(JCPoA), Iran agreed to significantly cut its stores of 

centrifuges, enriched uranium and heavy-water, all 

key components for nuclear weapons.

• The JCPOA established the Joint Commission, with 

the negotiating parties all represented, to monitor 

implementation of the agreement.
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USA’s Withdrawal from JCPoA

• In 2018, the US President Donald Trump announced 

that the United States would pull out of the Joint 

Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA), which sets 

limits on Iran’s nuclear programme to ensure that it 

cannot produce nuclear weapons. 

• Despite the US withdrawal, the JCPOA remains in 

force; it is a multilateral agreement to which seven of 

the original eight parties still adhere.

• The JCPOA limits Iran’s uranium enrichment 

programme until 2030 and contains monitoring and 

transparency measures that will remain in place long 

after that date. 

• The International Atomic Energy Agency is responsible 

for monitoring Iran’s JCPoA implementation. It has 

consistently found that Iran is fully living up to its 

undertakings.

UN Human Rights Council

Context: 

Pakistan was recently re-elected to the United Nations 

Human Rights Council (UNHRC) with 169 votes in the 

193-member UN General Assembly.

Key Highlights

• Pakistan secured the highest number of votes among 

the five candidates from the Asia-Pacific region vying 

for four seats.

• The country has served on the UNHRC since January 

2018 and will continue for another three-year term 

commencing from 1 January 2021

• Since the UNHRC’s establishment in 2006, this is the 

fifth time that Pakistan has been elected to the UN’s 

premier body on human rights.

About United Nations Human Rights Council 
(UNHRC)
• United Nations Human Rights 

Council is a United Nations body 

which was established in 2006 

and replaced the United Nations 

Commission on Human Rights. 

• Its primary mission is to promote and protect human 

rights around the world. 

• It investigates the allegations of breach of human 

rights in UN member states. The body also addresses 

the important human rights issues including the 

women’s rights, LGBT rights, freedom of association 

and assembly, freedom of expression, freedom of 

belief and religion and the rights of racial and ethnic 

minorities.

• It has 47 members who are elected for 3-year terms 

on a regional group basis. 

• The organisation is headquartered in Geneva 

(Switzerland).

16th OCTOBER 2020

Thalassemia Bal Sewa Yojana
The Ministry of Health and Family Welfare has launched 

the second phase of Thalassemia Bal Sewa Yojana for 

the Thalassemia patients.

Key Highlights:
• The scheme aims to provide a one-time cure for 

Haemoglobinopathies such as sickle cell disease 

and Thalassemia for patients who have matched 

family donors. 

• It is funded by the Coal India Corporate Social 

Responsibility programme called the “Hematopoietic 

Stem Cell Transplantation Programme”.

• Thalassemia is a blood disorder that creates less 

hemoglobin than the normal body. It reduces the 

ability of Red Blood Cells to carry oxygen. It can lead 

to anemia.
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Chapter Proceedings
The Mumbai Police recently began “chapter 

proceedings” against Republic Editor-in-Chief Arnab 

Goswami.

About Chapter Proceedings
• Chapter proceedings are preventive actions taken by 

the police if they fear that a particular person is likely 

to create trouble and disrupt the peace in society.

• These proceedings are unlike punitive action taken in 

case of an FIR with an intention to punish. 

• Under this, the police can issue notices under sections 

of the Code of Criminal Procedure (CrPC) to ensure 

that the person is aware that creating nuisance could 

result in action against him, which includes paying a 

fine, in the absence of which, he could be put behind 

bars.

• Generally, a notice is issued to a person under 

section 111 of the CrPC whereby the accused asked 

to present before the Executive Magistrate – an ACP-

rank officer in a Commissionerate.

17th OCTOBER 2020

Kala Sanskriti Vikas Yojana (KSVY) 

• The Ministry of Culture has been implementing 

various schemes under its Kala Sanskriti Vikas Yojana 

(KSVY). 

• Under the scheme, grants are approved for holding 

programs and activities involving a large audience.

• The schemes include various other organization 

and schemes missions, autonomous organizations, 

schemes and grantee institutions of the Culture 

ministry.

NOTE:

The autonomous organizations under the 

Ministry of Culture include National School of 

Drama, Lalit Kala Akademi, Sahitya Akademi, 

Centre for Cultural Resources & Training, 

Sangeet Natak Akademi, National Gallery of 

Modern Art, Indira Gandhi National Centre of 

Arts and Zonal Cultural Centers.

INS Sindhuvir
• India has recently 

decided to transfer INS 

Sindhuvir submarine 

to the Myanmar Navy. 

With this transfer, the 

Myanmar Navy would 

be getting its first ever 

submarine.

• INS Sindhuvir is 

equipped with a wide 

range of weapons and sensors. These advanced 

weapons enable it to participate in various exercises.

Key Highlights

• The decision was taken to take forward India's 

commitment to building capacities and self-reliance 

in the neighbouring countries.

• The decision also complies with India’s vision of 

Security and Growth for All in the Region (SAGAR) 

policy.

National Authority for Recycling of 
Ships
• The Union Government has recently notified the 

Director General of Shipping (DG Shipping) as 

National Authority for Recycling of Ships under 

section 3 of the Recycling of Ships Act, 2019.
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Key Points:
• The office of the national authority for recycling will be 

set up in Gandhinagar, Gujarat. 

• It has been authorised to administer, supervise and 

monitor all activities relating to ship recycling.

• It will be India’s representative in International 

Maritime Organization (IMO). 

NOTE: 
Gujarat is the Asia’s largest ship breaking and 

ship recycling industry.

18th OCTOBER 2020

BepiColombo Spacecraft

• The BepiColombo Spacecraft which was launched 

jointly by Japan Aerospace Exploration Agency and 

European Space Agency to explore planet Mercury, 

recently crossed Venus in its journey towards 

Mercury. 

• It was launched on the Ariane 5 rocket and will arrive 

in Mercury in 2025.  

• This mission is a part of the Horizon 2000+ Programme 

by the European Space Agency.

• The BepiColombo spacecraft consists of two satellites 

launched namely, Mercury Planetary Orbiter and 

Mercury Magnetospheric Orbiter.

Saral Jeevan Bima
• The Insurance Regulatory and Development Authority 

(IRDAI) has recently launched a standard individual 

term life insurance product known as Saral Jeevan 

Bima.

• This will help customers make an informed choice 

and reduce mis-selling.

Key features:
• It will be a non-

linked, non-

participating 

individual pure 

risk premium life 

insurance plan 

providing for 

payment of the sum assured in lump sum to the 

nominee in case of the insured’s death during the 

policy term.

• The plan will be for those in the 18-65 years age group. 

• Policy term will be for 5-40 years.

• It allows for a maximum maturity age of 70 years.

19th OCTOBER 2020

SLINEX Exercise
India and Sri Lanka recently conducted a three-day 

naval exercise ‘SLINEX’, off the coast of Trincomalee, 

Sri Lanka. Trincomalee is a port city on the northeast 

coast of Sri Lanka.

Key Highlights
• The drill included a series of anti-air weapons firing, 

cross deck flying operations to fine tune high degree 

of interoperability. 

• The Indian Navy deployed INS Kiltan and INS 

Kamorta, Chetak helicopters and Dornier maritime 

patrol aircrafts in the exercise.  

• The first SLINEX exercise began in 2005.
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Mission Shakti
• The Uttar 

Pradesh 

Government 

has recently 

initiated a 

6-month 

Women's 

Empowerment Initiative 'Mission Shakti'. 

• The project aims to increase awareness and counter 

crime against women in the state. 

• The six-month campaign has two phases — Mission 

Shakti and 'Operation Shakti'.

Key Highlights:
• Mission Shakti: Under this, awareness campaigns 

such as gender-based sensitization, training, 

corporate activity, interviews, voice messages, 

programmes in Durga Puja and other cultural pandals 

will be organised. 

• Operation Shakti: Under this, the police will prepare 

a register of persons who have served jail terms for 

crimes against women and now have come out, and 

accordingly, surveillance will be done based on 

information.

Global Hunger Index, 2020

Context: 

Recently, India ranked 94th among 107 countries in the 

Global Hunger Index (GHI) 2020 and continues to be in 

the “serious” hunger category.

In 2019 report, India’s was at 102nd rank out of 117 

countries.

Key findings about India:
• India has the highest prevalence of wasted children 

under five years in the world, which reflects acute 

undernutrition.

• The report put India under serious category with the 

score of 27.2.

• The child stunting rate in India was 37.4 %.

• The child wasting was at 17.3 %.

• The undernourishment rate of India was at 14% and 

child mortality at 3.7 %.

About Global Hunger Index (GHI)
• The Global Hunger Index (GHI) report is released 

annually by Welthungerhilfe and Concern Worldwide.

• The GHI scores are based on a formula that captures 

three dimensions of hunger- insufficient caloric 

intake, child undernutrition, and child mortality- using 

four component indicators:

 (i) Undernourishment: The share of the population that is 

under-nourished, reflecting insufficient caloric intake

 (ii) Child Wasting: The share of children under the age of 

five who are wasted (low weight-for-height), reflecting 

acute undernutrition.

 (iii) Child Stunting: The share of children under the age 

of five who are stunted (low height-for-age), reflecting 

chronic undernutrition.

 (iv) Child Mortality: The mortality rate of children under the 

age of five.

• The GHI ranks countries on a 100-point scale, with 0 

being the best score (no hunger) and 100 being the 

worst. Values less than 10 reflect low hunger, values 

from 20 to 34.9 indicate serious hunger; values from 

35 to 49.9 are alarming; and values of 50 or more are 

extremely alarming.

Rashtriya Aajeevika Mission

Context: 
The Union Cabinet recently approved changes in 

the criteria to extend benefits under the Deen Dayal 

Antyodaya Yoajana- Rashtriya Aajeevika Mission to over 

10.58 lakh women in Jammu & Kashmir and Ladakh. 

Key Highlights
• The scheme is aimed at providing livelihood to 

women in rural areas. Under this, an allocation of ₹520 

crore has also been made for the next five years.
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Cooperation Organization (SCO) Member States 

to establish and strengthen their developing 

ecosystems jointly. 

• The Forum will recognise entrepreneurship events 

such as start-up showcases through a dedicated 

virtual platform, mobilising start-up capital, social 

innovations, etc.

About SCO
• SCO is an intergovernmental organization founded 

in 2001 in Shanghai, China. It currently has eight 

Member States namely- China, India, Russia, 

Pakistan, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan and 

Uzbekistan.

SANT Missile
• Indian recently successfully test-fired the Stand-off-

Anti-tank (SANT) missile off the Odisha coast. 

• The missile has been developed by the Defence 

Research and Development Organisation (DRDO) for 

the Indian Air Force (IAF). 

Key Highlights:

• The SANT missile is a version of the Nag missile. 

The other versions of Nag missiles are Helina (or 

Dhruvastra) and MP-ATGM. SANT is an improved 

version of HELINA. 

• This modified variant of the Nag Missile has a nose-

mounted active homing radar with an extended range 

of 15 to 20 km.

• Due to some technical reasons, very few women in 

J&K and Ladakh were eligible for the programme. 

Therefore, certain changes in the criteria were 

approved by the Cabinet to ensure that 10.58 lakh 

women in the two Union Territories benefited from the 

special package.

About Scheme
• Rashtriya Aajeevika Mission 

has official name Deendayal 

Antyodaya Yojana–National 

Rural Livelihoods Mission 

(DAY-NRLM), which is 

Implemented by Ministry of 

Rural Development.

• The Mission has objective of organizing the rural 

poor women into Self Help Groups (SHGs), and 

continuously nurturing and supporting them to take 

economic activities so that they come out of abject 

poverty.

• The Sub-schemes under DAY-NRLM are:

 (i) Rural Self Employment Training Institutes 

(RSETIs), which enable a trainee to take bank 

credit and start his/her own micro-enterprise.

 (ii) Start-up Village Entrepreneurship Programme 

(SVEP), which facilitates the rural poor for setting 

up of micro-enterprises.

 (iii) Aajeevika Grameen Express Yojana (AGEY), 

which facilitates transport facilities in the rural 

areas which also provides self-employment 

opportunities to the rural poor.

20th OCTOBER 2020

SCO Start up Forum
The first-ever Shanghai Cooperation Organization (SCO) 

Start up Forum will be launched on 27th October 2020. 

Key Highlights:
• The Forum will pave the groundwork for multilateral 

cooperation and collaboration between the Shanghai 
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Medicanes

Context: 
Scientists have warned that the extra-tropical storms 

in the Mediterranean Sea, known as ‘Medicanes’ 

or ‘Mediterranean Hurricanes’, could become more 

frequent due to human-induced climate change.

About Medicanes
• Medicanes are tropical-like cyclones formed over the 

Mediterranean Sea. 

• With the surrounding dry climate and the relatively 

shallow waters of the sea, the occurrence of tropical-

like cyclones is infrequent.

• They typically form in the fall or winter months and 

occur once or twice a year.

Comparison with Hurricanes
• Medicanes occur more in relatively colder waters 

than hurricanes, tropical cyclones and typhoons. 

• The cores of these storms are also cold, as compared 

to the warm cores of Hurricanes and tropical cyclones.

• These are typically smaller in diameter and have 

lower wind speeds than Hurricanes.

Reasons of Frequent Occurrence and Threats
• Due to global warming, warmer sea surface 

temperatures in the Mediterranean can allow the 

storms to take on more tropical appearances and 

characteristics, increasing the wind speeds and 

making the storms more intense and cause heavier 

rainfall.

• Increase in frequency of Medicanes will be a threat 

for already vulnerable populations living in North 

Africa, possibly triggering human migration.

• Medicanes could also be a menace for European 

countries like Italy and Greece. 

21st OCTOBER 2020

Asafoetida Cultivation
• CSIR-Institute of Himalayan Bioresource Technology 

(IHBT) has introduced cultivation of asafoetida 

(Heeng) in Lahaul valley in Himachal Pradesh to 

utilize vast expanses of wasteland in the cold desert 

conditions of the region.

• For this, CSIR-IHBT has launched six seed accessions 

from Iran through the ICAR-National Bureau of Plant 

Genetic Resources (ICAR-NBPGR).

• Asafoetida is the dried latex. It is native to the deserts 

of Iran and mountains of Afghanistan. The resin like 

gum that comes out of dried sap from roots and stem 

is used as spice.

Frontier Technologies Cloud Innovation 
Centre 
• NITI Aayog to establish the Frontier Technologies 

Cloud Innovation Centre (CIC) which is being 

developed in order to address societal challenges 

through digital innovation. It will be established with 

the help of Amazon Web Services (AWS).

About Cloud Innovation Centre (CIC):

• Cloud Innovation Centre is a part of the AWS CIC 

Global Programme. 

• It provides an opportunity to the government 

agencies, non-profits and educational institutions 

in order to come together on pressing challenges, 

to test new ideas, to apply design thinking, and to 

access the technology expertise of AWS.
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Assam-Mizoram Border Issues 

• Recently, residents of Assam and Mizoram have 

clashes with each other over conflicting territorial 

claims that have been persisted for long since the 

formation of Mizoram as a separate state in the 1987.

•  Assam and Mizoram share a 164.6 km inter-state 

border.

• The dispute stems from a notification of 1875 that 

differentiated Lushai Hills from the plains of Cachar, 

and another of 1933 that demarcates a boundary 

between Lushai Hills and Manipur.

• According to an agreement between the governments 

of Assam and Mizoram, status quo should be 

maintained in no-man’s land in the border area. 

However, clashes have erupted from time to time 

over the issue.


